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Konichiwa (Good Day)
In the immortal words of Marlene Mouton, “nee kyk, jy verstaan nie”....that, in a
nutshell sums up our entire Japan experience. Let us just from the onset encourage
all & sundry to aim to attend the ISDF Soroban camp in August 2015. It is truly one of
those rare and life-changing experiences. For the children, it will change their entire
perception of what Soroban Education is all about and what can be achieved with
hard work, dedication and perseverance.
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The camp itself takes place in the picturesque North-Eastern Mountains of Tokyo.
Oze, resembles a Swiss skiing village with sights that will leave you breathless. Be
warned though, the days are hot, long and challenging but worth every Soroban
bead. We were up at 05H00 every morning so that we could be ready for the
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compulsory daily morning stretching exercises which starts at 05H30 promptly. The

Japanese are highly organised and many-a-morning, we raced down 4 flights of stairs

so that the South Africans are not the last to arrive. There is absolutely no time to do

your hair in the morning, (as Marlene can attest to, pig tails and all) and you'll be lucky
if you even get to brush your teeth before 06H00.
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The day for the children ends at 20H00 and it is the most unbelievable thing to not
hear children complain, cry or moan. Such behaviour just does not happen in the
Japanese culture. Obedience is at the order of the day....every day...so be warned.
The child’s every need is taken care of and parents need not worry that your kids will

not be looked after. A group of Japanese senseis are on duty every night, all night, to
make sure that all the children are safe. One of them checks the all-ready air
conditioned rooms every hour on the hour to make sure that the temperature in the
rooms are just perfect. Moms and dads, “julle verstaan nie”. We can
guarantee that in safer hands, your children cannot be. There

was not a single regrettable incident for the enitre duration of the
camp. The kids simply love the interaction with other nationalities \
and this perhaps is the best life-lesson that our children can learn %
from the camp. In this ever-shrinking global community, we

believe it is vital for children to be exposed to other cultures, 4
This is also an opportunity to communicate with other Soroban children from all
corners of the globe.
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Now you may all be thinking...tell us about the food...Well, we were open to try new
things but most of the food we were familiar with although it was prepared
differently. In the food category...the Best Eater Award goes to.... Petrus Mouton.
Petrus, unflinchingly, ate everything that our hosts lovingly prepared for us while
Marlene &1, only on two occasions did not have the courage, to face what was on our
plates. How did we get out of it....we were still stuffed from the previous meal and as
they had seen us jogging early in the morning...it was plausible that we were indeed
watching our waist lines. That excuse worked every time. You may not want to see
rice for a few days after your return from the camp....

The Japanese are the perfect hosts and the respect they have for each other and their
guests is second to none. The ISDF Camp comes highly recommended and | would
even go so far as to say...it’s an absolute MUST.

Domo Arrigatou & Sayoonara (Thank you & Good-bye)
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